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Body 


The federal government says it is working on promised legislation to help fossil fuel workers transition to new jobs in 
a cleaner economy. 


Natural Resources Minister Seamus O'Regan's office confirmed Monday that it is preparing the "Just Transition Act" 
the Liberals vowed to introduce during the federal election in 2019, and that it will consult with workers and industry 
before it is tabled in Parliament. 


It is the first explicit signal in months that the government still intends to introduce such legislation, which was not 
mentioned in last week's budget nor in the government's updated climate plan last December. 


But in a statement to the Star, O'Regan said he is "fully committed" to fulfilling the tasks Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau gave him, which include working on transition legislation. 


"Canada's oil and gas workers helped build this country, and they'll be the ones to build our low-emissions energy 
future," O'Regan said. 


"They're engineers, trades workers, scientists, investors and more. | want them to have the well-paying jobs they 
need to lead the way." 


The confirmation comes days after the government announced Canada will pursue a more aggressive climate 
target for 2030 by pushing to reduce greenhouse gas emissions to at least 40 per cent below 2005 levels over the 
next nine years. 


In January, economist Jim Stanford, who is director of the Centre for Future Work, published a report and called on 
Ottawa to immediately start spending $1 billion per year to help fossil fuel workers shift to new jobs. 


Stanford told the Star at the time that Canada's oil and gas sector - which directly employed around 170,000 people 
in 2019, according to Stanford's study - could shed tens of thousands of jobs over the next 20 years as renewable 
energy replaces emissions-intensive fossil fuels around the world. 


Last week's federal budget included $55 million over the next three years for job training programs that include 
workers in "transforming sectors like energy." It also earmarked another $960 million over three years to train 
people for jobs in clean tech, health and construction. 


Environmentalists, however, are calling on Ottawa to offer more help for oil and gas workers as they push to "phase 
out" the sector that is preventing Canada from slashing overall greenhouse gas pollution. 
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Annual emissions in Canada have dropped by about one per cent since 2005, while emissions from oil and gas 
extraction have increased by 67 per cent, according to the most recent tally submitted to the United Nations. 


"Oil and gas is our largest source of emissions, and we're going to have to figure out how to manage the decline of 
that industry over the course of the next number of years," said Catherine Abreu, executive director of Climate 
Action Network Canada. 


"Having an eye on that particular challenge for Canada will be essential," she said. 


Jonathan Wilkinson, the federal environment minister, has said Canada intends to implement policies to reduce 
emissions from the sector. That includes through stricter regulations to cut methane leaks from oil and gas 
operations, as well as policies to cut demand for fossil fuels through measures like stronger efficiency standards for 
new cars and the promotion of zero-emission vehicles. 
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